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Congratulations to everyone who made the effort to get to Tassie to make the 2004/5 Nation-
als one of the biggest fleets in living memory! There were 28 boats in all, with 11 from NSW 
including the winning boat Nerdwork.  Marty Johnson’s new green machine with Spikey Mike 
Halkes at the pointy end managed to take the 1st spot on a count back from fellow New South 
Welshmen, The Plumbers Peter Ray and Gareth Wells.  The Flying Pigs Nick Richardson and 
Mike Paget from the home state were 3rd.  

 

NSW managed to hang on convincingly to the B14 Interstate Challenge with 6 boats in the top 
10 placings.  The cup itself was not presented as it has only recently been relocated while Kei-
ran Livermore and Abby Parkes were moving house!  We will have a lavish ceremony for the 
presentation at some stage soon – any excuse for a party!! 

 

Speaking of parties, the Sydney harbour cruise buffet has been BOOKED for the final night of 
the 2005/6 Worlds! Start planning what you’re going to wear – I suggest nothing you’re too at-
tached to!  Oh, and the dates for the rest of the regatta are set as well. The event calendar 
looks like this:  

 

Saturday Jan 7 2006   Registration and Measurement 
  

Sunday Jan 8 2006   Registration and Measurement until Noon 

     Invitation Heat 

     Welcome Night BBQ 

 

 Monday Jan 9 2006   World Championship Heats 1 & 2 

 Tuesday Jan 10 2006  World Championship Heats 3 & 4 

 Wednesday Jan 11 2006  World Championship Heats 5 & 6 

 Thursday Jan 12 2006  World Championship Heats 7 & 8 

 Friday Jan 13 2006   World Championship Heats 9 & 10 

     Presentation WSC 

     Sydney Harbour Buffet Cruise  

 

 There will be a couple of other social functions to be added to this schedule, so don’t think 
you’re getting off lightly.  

 Staging a World Titles will be a big effort, so we’ll be looking for volunteers to help with a 
range of activities. Don’t be shy, there will be plenty of work for everyone.  

 

 And don’t forget the AGM after sailing on Sunday the 22nd May at Woollahra. 

 See you on the water, 

Lissa 
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 The 2004/05 Toll Shipping Australian National B14 Cham-
pionship was hosted by the Port Dalrymple Yacht Club, on 
the Tamar river, Beauty Point Tasmania. A large contingent 
of the NSW and Victorian fleets made the trip to join the 
ever increasing Tassie fleet to create the biggest ever B14 
national attendance of 28 boats. 
 
 The first day’s racing was undertaken in a gusty and rea-
sonably fresh south westerly breeze. The breeze was part of 
the southerly system that battered the Sydney to Hobart fleet. No such carnage though for the B14s with 
good close racing the order of the day.  Marty and Mike, sailing Nerd Work in her maiden regatta, took 
the first gun. They rounded the top mark in third on the first lap before displaying a good bit of down-
wind pace to pick up the first bottles of Port Dalrymple red awarded to each of the heat winners. The 
Plumbers (Peter and Gareth) worked hard to cross second followed closely by Clive and Karen aboard 
Evil C and then local favourites Nick and Mark sailing Pigs Arse.  
 
 Peter and Gareth well and truly proved that minimal preparation and a relaxed approach can win races 
when they took the gun in race two. Next across the line was Nerd Work followed by Clive and Karen 
again taking out third spot. Kieran and Abby aboard Bang Bang had started to get in the groove, slip-
ping into 4th place. 
 
 The first attempt at race three started in a fading breeze, but was later abandoned after the wind swung 
through 180 degrees, much to the disappointment of Scott and Megan on Epic and Nick and  Mark on 
Pigs Arse who had both gapped the fleet by an enormous margin before the pin was pulled. The second 

attempt at race three was won by Kieran and Abby. They were followed 
home by Clive and Karen on Evil C, who were proving to be the dark 
horse of the event through their good tactical racing and consistent finish-
ing.  Nick and Mark brought the Pigs Arse home in third to cement their 
position in the lead group. The Nude was ever looming in 4th place. 
 
 The next days racing was contested in the Nor’westerly sea breeze that 
was suggested to be the norm by the brochure (there was no “we never get 
these conditions” this time round!), giving the fleet near perfect sailing 
conditions with flat water and a breeze that was pretty consistent in direc-
tion and strength. In race four Evil C was battling the Nude for the race 
lead with Nerd Work a couple of boat lengths behind Clive.  Evil C had a 
big collision with a boat coming downwind on the same tack, with both 
boats hitting at nearly full pace, to leave the Evil C with 

a 6 inch hole in the bow.   
 
The Nude continued to sail above their weight in a pretty stiff breeze, with good up-
wind pace to win the heat. Nerd Work came in second, the Plumber’s third and Pigs 
Arse fourth. Some were starting to suggest that Richie’s hair wasn’t a fashion state-
ment at all, but an enormous mass of hair that was making him top heavy and provid-
ing the extra grunt up wind.  It proved to be Richie’s undoing though, when his back 
succumbed to all the extra weight aloft, and the Nude was unable to compete in the 
final heat (think about it, we all saw him walking around stooped over on the final day and we all no-
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ticed him starting to straighten up, once his hair was shaved for the 
tsunami fundraiser!!!).   
 
Clive and Karen finished the race with a holed boat, before making 
a quick dash to the nearest shore line to effect repairs. The boat 
was drained, hundred mile an hour tape and handkerchiefs were 
skilfully applied and they were back on the course in time for the 
next race start. Evil C was also given redress after a protest.  (More 
permanent repairs were effected that evening). 

 
The Plumbers notched up 
their second heat win and second bottle of vino della casa in race 
five in a building breeze. Local favourites Nick and Mark crossed 
in second, Marty and Mike in third and Richie and Lissa in fourth. 
Evil C also did well with a waterlogged boat to come in fifth. 
 
 Nick and Mark on Pigs Arse successfully fought off  a couple of 
challengers in race six, to take the win from Nerd Work and a fly-
ing Ballistic B sailed by Ross Daley and Mike Fuller. Ballistic B 
had some serious pace around the course and was only bumped 
back to third by Marty and Mike in a last ditch effort on the run to 
the line. Scott Cunningham and Michael Hughes on Warlord also 

put in a good race to cross in fourth.  
 
 Day three again started in a good sea breeze. Marty and Mike took a small 
step towards wrapping up the championship with a win in race seven.  The 
Nude finished second with the consistent pairings of Pete and Gareth and 
Nick and Mark coming in third and fourth respectively.  
 
 Peter and Gareth notched up win number three in race eight.  Newcomers to 
the class James and Angus Luffman showed they’re a force to be reckoned 
with in the future with a second in race eight, on top of rounding the top 
mark on the first lap in first position on a few occasions in other heats.  Third 
home was Clive and Karen followed by Kieran and Abby in fourth.  Nerd 
Work did themselves no favours by attempting a very dicey square run / drop 
/ gybe combination right on the bottom mark while in fifth position.  Needless to say the Nerds checked the 
Tamar for prawns before going for a swim while attempting an emergency tack with the kite still in the wa-
ter. 

 
 The Nerd Work team of Marty and Mike thought that they had 
gone a long way towards sealing the championship after lead-
ing the fleet around every mark in race nine.  Only to find out 
once they came ashore that yes bright jade green boats do stand 
out on the start line, and yes they were over the line and scored 
an OCS for the race.  The race was won by Pigs Arse, with Evil 
C in second, the Plumber’s in third and the Nude fourth. 
 
 With points being extremely close between the top three boats, 
the Plumbers, Nerd Work and Pigs Arse, the championship was 

)��'������������'�����������



to be decided by the final heat.  Nerd Work got a conservative start in some space near the committee 
boat end of the line.  The Plumbers got an average start in more traffic and were always chasing Pigs 
Arse and Nerd Work.  The Nerds defended their lead to finish with Pigs Arse crossing in second and 
providing the necessary buffer between Nerd Work and the Plumbers who finished race ten in third.  
Evil C crossed the line in fourth. 
 
 The championship ended with Nerd Work and the Plumbers both on 17 points the B14 Australian 
National Championship of 2004/05 was awarded to Marty and Mike sailing Nerd Work on a count 
back from Peter and Gareth sailing the Plumbers.  Both boats had an equal number of heat wins, but 
the Nerds had more second places.  Third place went to Tassie boat Pigs Arse sailed by Nick and 
Mark on 21 points.  Fourth went to Evil C (Clive and Karen) on 25 points and Fifth went to the Nude 
(Richie and Lissa) on 32 points. 
 
 The Championship was a credit to Port Dalrymple Yacht Club, the volunteers and locals and Tasma-
nia B14ers who all worked very hard to make the event the success it was, both on and off the water.  
The tremendous hospitality was appreciated by all visitors to Beauty Point. 
 
 The event and strengthening of both the Tassie and NSW fleets also bodes well for the next B14 
World Championships to be held out of Woollahra Sailing Club on Sydney Harbour, between the 7th 
and 13th January 2006.  The Aussie fleet should be aiming to give our northern hemisphere counter-
parts a bit of a skiff sailing lesson.    
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Bethwaite Series Report by Lissa McMillan 
 Lots of people have picked up lots of good prizes during the 2004/5 Bethwaite series, often 
just for turning up and hanging around until the presentation. At each regatta (Geelong, Cro-
nulla, Woollahra and Speers Point) there has been a lucky draw at the end of the presenta-
tion, with people walking away with start watches and thermal rashies and more, just for en-
tering the event. But you have to be there when your name is called to get the goodies. 

 

 Others have been picking up good prizes for sailing well, and the sailors who have usually 
been there at presentation are Bang Banger Kieran Livermore (with various women) and Nud-
ist Richie Reynolds with Lissa McMillan (what a monogamist!). Actually there is at least one La-
ser sailor with a large hole in his boat willing to suggest Richie and Lissa should have sailed a bit 
better during the Woollahra leg of the series. 

 

 Bang Bang has a 1st, two 3rds, and a DNC; while The Nude has three 2nds and a 1st. Of the 
other NSW boats in the series Evil C has a first, and Shmoo and The Diamond both have one 
third. Scott Kennedy and Megan Ross (Who?? The crew/artist previously known as Megan Tay-
lor)  launched their new boat Octopussy during the final Bethwaite Regatta at Speers Point, 
and came a convincing 2nd. The Plumbers were also there and came 4th. Nerdwork demon-
strated clearly that its crew members have trouble with commitment to anything but the real 
glamour events, having started two Bethwaite Regattas, but not seeing them through on the 
second day. This is despite the regattas being fairly simple, sporty affairs – not too heavy. If you 
don’t understand the last sentence, please ask Marty Johnson for an explanation.�
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Scratch Placings—Nerdworkers pick up another trophy 

 

BOAT No. BOAT NAME  Skipper   Crew 

AUS 373 Nerdwerk  Martin Johnson Mike Halkes 

AUS 368 The Nude  Richie Reynolds Lissa McMillan 

AUS 367 Evil Empire  James Luffman Angus Luffman 

AUS 366 Evil C   Karen Wiseman JB 

AUS 370 The Plumbers Peter Ray  Gareth Wells 

AUS 371 Bang Bang  Kieran Livermore Abby Parkes 

AUS 280 The Couch  Simon Williams Susie Williams 

AUS 299 Gretel III  Sophie Hunt  Andrew Payne 

AUS 155 The Diamond Lauren Twigg Ben Calder 

 

Handicap Winners:  Karen Wiseman steering Evil C, with imported talent JB on the pointy end—
hopefully the only trophy the poms will pick up on Sydney Harbour in the near future... 
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Winter Sailing 
 

Don’t pack away your wetsuits, there’s a lot of training to be done ahead of those 
Worlds, and there will be a hard?core group at Woollahra Sailing Club  most Sun-
days…. 

 

Sunday 22 May   Winter 1 and 2    Start 12:30 

Sunday 29 May  Start Practice and Curry Evening 

Saturday 4 June  Tasars World Prep? 

Sunday 5 June  Winter 3 and 4    Start 12:30 

Monday 13 June  Queens Birthday - No Racing 

Sunday 19 June  Winter 5 and 6    Start 12:30 

Saturday 2 July  49er B14 mini regatta   Start TBA 

Sunday 3 July  49er B14 mini regatta   Start TBA 

Saturday 16 July  Port Stephens Regatta  

Sunday 17 July  Port Stephens Regatta 

Sunday 24 July  Winter 7 and 8    Start 12:30 

 

See www.woollahrasailingclub.org.au for more information 
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